[image: image1.jpg]oin

SAFETY CENTER

e T e




Promoting Lifelong Safety & Health


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For More Information, Contact: Gail Kelly, Safety Center Incorporated at 800-825-7262 ext 233 or gail@safetycenter.org 

The Allstate Foundation Funds a Teen-to-Teen Safe Driving Campaign Contest 

California High School Students Use Peer Influence to Reduce Distracted Driving    

High schools in California entering the contest will create teen safe driving campaigns to reduce distracted driving behavior, which is a factor in 21% of fatal crashes involving teen drivers.  The Allstate Foundation grant will fund Safety Center’s support of smart driving activism where teens use the power of peer influence to help teens understand the importance of making safe decisions as drivers and passengers.
Safety Center began sponsoring the campaign contest in 2012 and McClatchy High in Sacramento was the first place winner. The McClatchy student government developed a campaign engaging the whole student body with a pledge wall, morning announcements, posters, bumper stickers and distracted driver statistics distributed by Leo the Lion (mascot.)  The morning announcements included police reports of fatalities that reached students on an emotional level.  The bumper stickers allowed students to place the campaign message on their cars so they could increase public awareness. Campaign results showed an 8.2% reduction in on-campus distracted driving behavior measured by observational surveys at the beginning and the end of the month-long teen safe driving campaign.  

The Allstate Foundation funding for 2012-2013 will expand the teen safe driving campaigns beyond the Sacramento area to high schools throughout the state and provide cash prizes for youth-led safe driving campaigns. Safety Center’s www.teensafedrivingcampaign.org web page provides interactive activities and media strategies used by youth activists to create successful school campaigns with measureable outcomes. The funding will also support public awareness events that reach youth, parents and the community with teen safe driving messages.

About Safety Center: 

Safety Center Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization founded in 1934 whose mission is to reduce injuries and save lives by empowering our community to make positive life changing decisions.
About The Allstate Foundation
Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation (NYSE: ALL). Through partnerships with nonprofit organizations across the country, The Allstate Foundation brings the relationships, reputation and resources of Allstate to support innovative and lasting solutions that enhance people's well-being and prosperity. With a focus on teen safe driving and building financial independence for domestic violence survivors, The Allstate Foundation also promotes safe and vital communities; tolerance, inclusion, and diversity; and economic empowerment. Over the last 60 years, the Foundation has contributed nearly $300 million to organizations and projects in communities throughout the nation. For more information, visit www.allstatefoundation.org.
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